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A Preliminary Study of Chinese Magic from the Sociological Standpoint

Sie Kang

Magic has existed among all the races in the world. Modern society, too, has not yet freed
itself from some survivals of magical superstitions (or beliefs). China is a vast, old country with
a great many people and complicated religions. For this reason, Chinese magic has begun in
ancient periods, and continued its development in the middle ages. Even in modern Chinese
society, magical culture still possesses a kind of undercurrent which influences most of the
Chinese minds. Therefore, Chinese magic can be regarded as a subject matter in the field of
sociological study.

The writer, by using sociological methods, by referring to the literature that deals with magic
and by his experience from observing magical practices, is doing a preliminary research in Chinese
magic from the sociological (ethnological, i.e. cultural-anthropological) standpoint.

In this article the author first states the origin of Chinese magic, then he goes on to describe
its variations and developments under four headings: (1) Magic in general; (2) “Gu” magic; (3)
Devination and (4) Seance. Finally the paper ends with a conclusion in which the writer attempts

to give these magical phenomena some sociological explanations.
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